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(The doctor asks do I want to see?)

I don’t know that I do.
A jelly of cells floats

like the medusa, lion’s mane.

Tiny blood-weeping tentacles,
a bottle of clues fished up

by a Sherlock Holmes.

Pain has me staring at the ceiling,
bobbing in her adrenaline wake.
The nurse says, call Tuesday,

leaving all weekend for cancer dreams,
a tidepool of proliferation.
I hardly come up for breath,

but swim downstream to a primitive place,
the robed society of my thoughts,
where fear flames like a cross.

I turn cunning as a superstition
to wait out the stone cold cutlery

of the pathologist’s eye.

But the news arrives through my body

like a processional,

gradual as light through water,

till it is everywhere, underneath,
another species nosing me up and out
of my own clear, dark womb, reborn.
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